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S O M E 


CONSIDERATIONS 
humbly offered, &c. 

MiOtwithftanding the feveral Iaws 
QsPnü already made, for preventing 
frauds and abufes in the cuf- 
toms, it is ftill found, by daily 
expérience, that very confiderable quan¬ 
tifies of goods are run on fhore without 
payment of duties, and. goods export- 
ed on t bounties, and draw-backs re- 
landed ; to the great encouragement of 
the fraudulent, and détriment of the 
fair trader, and of the revenue, in which 
the whole nation is interefted: for remedy 
whereof, it is humbly propofed to offer, 
in the following fheets, a view of the laws 
of importation, and exportation, to and 
from foreign parts, and coaft ways ; where- 
in they are defedtive, and how evaded j 
together with fome confiderations, and 
methods, for effectually preventing fuch 
unlawful pradtices for the future. 

- Laws 
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La r iVs concerning Importation of Gooâi 
from foreign Parts. 

Anno i Eüz. TT is enacted, that no mafter, &c. of 
cap. xi. §. j. T any £hip or velîèl, (hall deliver, or 
fuffertobe put into anylighter, Scc. any 
goods, &c. without declaring to the offi- 
cers of the cuftoms, the names of every 
merchant, &c. and to anfwer ail queftions 
upon oath, on forfeiture of ioo 1. 

An. izoïr. No goods fhail be imported into, or 
cap.i.i. exported out of, any lands, &c. to his 
majefty belonging, but in fuch fhips and 
velfels as truly belong to the people of 
England, &c. and whereof the mafter, 
and three-fourths of the mariners at leaft 
are Engiift, under the forfeiture of the 

fhip and goods.- N. B. By anno 5 

Jnnœ, cap. 8. Scotch fhips are account- 
ed Britijh. 

eîtion 4. No goods of foreign growth fhail be 
fhipped or brought from any other place 
or country, but from fuch only as are 
the growth or manufacture thereof, or 
from thofe ports where fuch goods are 
ufually fhipped for tranfportation, and 
from no other country, under the for¬ 
feiture of ail fuch goods, and alfo the 
fhip in which they were imported, &c. 
n No fhip or veffel, arriving from any 
2- parts beyond the feas, to be above three 
days coming from Gravefend to the «lace 
1 of 
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of her difcharge, &c. and then, or be- 
fore, the mafter or purfer to make entry, 
upon oathj of the burthen, contents, and 
lading ; with the particular marks, num- 
bers, qualifies, and contents, of every 
parcel of goods therein contained, &c. 
and in ail out-ports, to corne diredtly to 
the place of unlading, &c. and to make 
entries as aforefaid, on the penalty of 
ioo 1. 

Officers of the cuftoms are impowered 
to -enter aboard any fhip or vefîel, &c. 
and frôm thence to bring on fhore into 
his majefty’s ftorehoufe, ail fmall parcels 
of fine goods, or other goods, which fhall 
be found in cabins, chefts, trunks, or 
other fmall package, or in any privatè 
or fecret place in or out of the hold, &c. 
and the officers of the cuftoms, &c. are 
impowered to remain on board unmoleft- 
cd, until ail the goods are difcharged ; 
and if the mafter, &c. fuffers the pack¬ 
age of any goods to be opened or embez- 
zled, he forfeits iool. 

If any goods &c. are concealed on 
board any Ihip or veffel after the fhip is 
cleared, duty not being paid, the mafter 
forfeits rool. 

Every perfon, &c. that fhall forcibly 
hinder, beat or abufe any officer, &c. in 
the-execution of his office, fhall be com- 
mitted to prifon till the next quarter fef- 
fions, whom the juftices of the peace 
are 


An.14Ctfr.11. 
cap. xi. § 4, 


Seflion 5. 


Sefiion 6. 
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arc impowered to punifh by fine, not 
exceeding ioo 1. and there îo remain till 
he be legally difcharged, or difcover the 
perfon or perfons that fet him to work. 
, „ Tr Mafters, &c. knowing or confenting to 

tap. xi. 5.7. the unfhipping any goods, out or any 
fhip homeward bound, without a war¬ 
rant, or prefence of an officer, forfeits 
the value of the goods fo unfhipped. 
AnnnS jars Goods, &c. unfhipped, (cuftoms and 
a?.vu.i 30. 0 £her duties not being firft paid and fe- 
cured) forfeited. And alfo the perfons 
affifting, or otherwife concerned in un- 
Ihipping the famé, or to whofe hands 
fuch goods fhall knowingly corne, are to 
forfeit treble the value, with veffels, boats, 
liorfes, &c. 

A: r.. cg.ç.i. Goods not reported, and found after 
Cip ' X1 ' ' 4 ‘ the fhip is cleared, forfeited. 

Treafure or effeds fhipped for the 
«s. 2x4.4. Eaft-Indies y (except the company’s, or 
licenfed by them, or flores, &c. for the 
fhip) or taken out of fuch fhip home¬ 
ward, forfeited, and double the value, 
and the commander, or other officer, 
knowingly permitting the famé, forfeits 
10001. andhiswages. 

Ann.s c-îJ. Perfons found paffing knowingly with 
c. xvjii. $. 6. an y f ore jg n g 00C [ S) Janded without pay- 
ment of duties, within 20 miles of the 
coaft, and more than five in company, 
or fhall carry any offenfive weapons, or 
wear any difguifè, or fhall forcibly hin- 
der 
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fier or refift any of the officers of the 
cuftoms or excife, (in their duty,) fhall 
be deemed runners of goods, and after 
convi&ion, adjudged guilty of felony,and 
to be tranfported. 

Perfons harbouring prohibited goods Ann. uGe.h 
or run goods, &c. liable to duties, for- c - x * x -§-i6, 
feits the goods and treble the value. 

Prohibited, or run goods, ofFer’d to Seaion ig. 
fale, may be feized by the party to whom 
offered, or by any officer of the cuftoms 
or excife. 

Befides the goods, the perfon forfeits Seaion 19. 
treble the value. ; 

Prohibited or run goods, may be feiz- Seaion 20. 
ed on, and taken from the buyer by the 
feller, or by any officer, &c. 

Buyer alfo forfeits treble the value be- P n . 
fides the goods. Seai0n21 ' 

Goods found concealed in falfe bulk Ann.9Cfc.11, 
heads, between the linings, and falfe 
knees, or in concealed lockers, or in the 
ballaft, or falfe package, and other pri- 
vate places of the fhip, after the mafter’s 
report at the euftom houfe, and which 
are not comprifed therein are forfeited, 
and the mafter, &c forfeits treble the va¬ 
lue of fuch goods, in café it can be made 
appear he was any ways confenting, or 
privy to fuch fraud. 

And further, perfons forcibly oppo- 
ling, wounding, or beating, any officer 
Qf the cuftoms, or excife, on board any 
ffiip. 
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fhip, veflêl, or boat, within the limits of 
any port, &c, in thç due execution of 
his office, or duty, to be tranfported, not 
exceeding feven years. 

Thus much of the laws concerning 
importation of goods from foreign parts. 

Defeffs in the Laws of Importation^ and 
htm evaded. 

XTOTwithftanding the afoFefaid a&s 
of parlement, many frauds and a - 
bufes are daily found not to be remedied 
thereby. 

jji. That very great and confiderable 
quantités of goods, wares, and mer- 
chandizes, in baies, chefts, trunks, box¬ 
es, cafks, and other package, are often 
flowed, in the cabbins, gun room, bread 
room, lazaretta, and between decks, as 
well as in the hold of almoft ail (bips 
and vefFels, arriving from parts beyond 
the feas, and clandeftinely run on fhore, 
without payment of duties, by being 
fecretly conveyed out of the cabbin Win¬ 
dows, head doors, port holes, and other 
places, into boats and wherries continu- 
âlly waiting for that purpofe, which the 
officers of the cufloms cannot poffibly 
prevent, notwithftanding their power of 
bringing on fhore into his majefty’s ftore- 
houfe ali fmall parcels of fine goods, &c. 


2</, That 
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nà. That the owners of fuch boats and 
wherries, are fo very impudent and au- 
dacious, as often to carry off by force, 
fuch uncuftomed and prohibited goods, 
in baies, chefts, trunks,. boxes, calks, &c. 
in the very iight and prefence of the of- 
ficers of the cuftoms, vvho not knowing 
the feveral fpecies of goods therein con- 
tain’d, are not able to profecute the of- 
fenders for fuch illégal praétices. 

3 d. That the running of fuch goods, 
wares and merchandizes, is carried on 
by the mafters, mates, fupercargoes, pur- 
fers, gunners, boatfwains, and lailors of 
fhips, for themfelves or for the mer- 
chants, in the night time, and in blowing 
weather, and in the day time when op- 
portunity offers (which too often hap- 
pens) either before the mafter makes an 
cntry or report of his lading at the cuf- 
tom-houfe, or afterwards whilft the car¬ 
go is delivering, which goods are always 
omitted in fuch report on purpofe to de- 
fraud the cuftoms, &c. And if by fome 
accident or other fuch goods are prevent- 
ed from being run, then the mafter, &c. 
or the merchant, lias at laft this iubter- 
fuge, to enter them on leave granted to 
make a poft report. And as to the pe¬ 
nalty of ioo 1. incurr’d by the mafter for 
making a falfe entry or report, it is not re- 
coverable, for want of being able to prove 
that the mafter of the ftiip had kno;v- 
B ledge 
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Icdge of the coming on board of fuch 
goods, to which he always prétends ig¬ 
norance; as was the café of Tobias Jew- 
ers , mafler of the Chandois floop from 
Holland , when a verdict was given a- 
gaintl the king. 

4 ib. And although the maftsrs of ail 
fhips and veffels fhould not be above 
three days coming from Grave fend to the 
place of their difcharge, and then, or 
before, fhould make a true entry or re¬ 
port at the cuflomhoufe of their lading 
upon oath, to the beft of their know¬ 
ledge, and in ail out ports corne up di- 
redtly to the place of unlading, and make 
entry or report as aforefaid ; yet by rea- 
fon of fundays and holydays often inter- 
vening, together with many other acci¬ 
dents, it is frequently a week before the 
famé is made, and when made, it is al¬ 
ways to the colledtor or cuftomer in- 
wards, or comptroller or their deputies 
of the port, which entry or reports fel- 
dom or never corne foon enough into the 
hands of any of the furveyors and tidef- 
men,whoare the onlyperfons appointed 
to guard ail fhips and veflels, from run- 
ning, either prohibited goods, or any un- 
cuftomed goods on fhore, from their ar¬ 
rivai till their cargoes are delivered. 


Cbecks 
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Chcch for rcmcdying the aforcfaid E-jiIs. 

1 T is propofed that every mafler, pur- 
fer, or other perfon, taking charge 
of any (lilp or veffel, over and above 
and before what is required of him by 
the aforefaid laws, {hall, upon his arrivai 
fromforeign parts,into any port,member, 
or creek, in Great Britain , immediately 
deliver to the furveyor, or other proper 
offiçer of the cuftoms, as foon as he 
cornes on board, a true manifeft, or in- 
ventory, in writing under his hand, con- 
taining the particular marks, numbers, 
qualifies, and contents, of every parcel of 
goods, wares, or merchandizes, contained 
in the hold, or any other part of fuch 
fhip, or veffel ; and that every fuch maf- 
ter, &c. or fome perfon or perfons for 
him, fhould, as foon as his {bip or veffel 
is moored, ailift the faid officer or offi- 
cers, to examine and compare fuch mani- 
feft or inventory, with the marks, num¬ 
bers, and contents, of ail goods, wares, 
or merchandizes, as fhall be found flow- 
ed in the cabbin, gun room, bread room, 
lazaretta, and between decks, and in ail 
other places in fuch fhip or veffel, as 
they fhould fee occafion to examine, ex- 
cept in the hold of fuch fhip or veffel, 
which fhould be dire&ly fecured, by 
iecking down every hatch, fcuttle, and 




place going into the famé, until the 
goods, wares, and merchandizes contain- 
ed therein are legally entered, and the 
duties paid for the famé ; and that on re- 
fufal of fuch affiftance, or in café the 
hold fliould be opened, otherwife than 
in the prefence of luch officer, or others 
pat on board by him for the fecurity of 
the revenue, the'faid mafter, &c. fliould 
forfeit . And if, on 

making a thorough examination, it 
fliould appear that there are any goods, 
wares, or merchandizes, except reafon- 
able flores for the ufe of the fliip, on 
board fuch fliip or vefîel, which are not 
contained in fuch manifeft or inventory, 
he fliould likewife forfeit for fuch omif- 
fion, a fum equal to the value of fuch 
goods, wares, or merchandizes fo Ieft 
out. 

By this method a great deal of falfe 
fwearing will be prevented, becaufe it 
will be fcarce poflible for the mafter, 
&c. when he makes his entry, or reports 
his lading, at the cuftomhoufe, to leave 
any goods out of his report, but what 
muft be deteûed. 

And, certainly, it fliould be the bu- 
finefs of every mafter, or fomebody for 
him, to take an account of his own car¬ 
go as he receives the goods on board, 
for which he gives, or ought to give, 
biils of lading, and for which, in ftridt- 
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nefs, he is anfwerable to his owners, 
who, for want of proper means to difco- 
ver the whole lading of the fhip, hâve 
been hitherto confiderable lofers in their 
freight, and thereby difcouraged from 
being concerned in fhipping, fo inuch 
as otherwife they would bave been; but 
by the method abovefaid, maynoweafi- 
ly corne at the true knowledge of the 
freight of ail goods fhipped on board, 
which they hâve not yet been able to 
do. 

And the trouble the mafters will hâve 
in making the manifeft or inventory, and 
in affifting the officers at firft coming on 
board, and, during the unloading, to ex¬ 
amine and compare whether there be 
any goods, wares, or merchandizes, left 
eut of the manifeft or inventory, will be 
fo little as to be no material objection to 
what is propofed, efpecially as it will be 
over as foon as their fhips are unladed, 
which feldom is more than three weeks, 
and very often not fo long. 

Laws concerning the. Exportation of Goods 
to foreign Parts. 

IT is provided, that no mafter, fhipper, Amo i EHz. 

purler, or other perfon, taking charge csp - 4 ‘ 
of any fliip or veflel, during the voyage, Anno ufiar. 
or of the merchant’s goods, fhall take in p' 3 c . ap ' X1 ‘ 
any goods to be carried beyond fea, be- 
fore 
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fore he lhall hâve fignified to the cuftom- 
er of the port, where he ladeth, and 
other ofScers then in the open cuftom- 
houfe, that^e intendeth to lade, and to 
what port ôr place he intendeth to pafs ; 
nor lhall after his lading départ, before 
he doth in like manner fignify unto the 
cuftomer his lading, and what merchants 
and other perlons fhall hâve laden with 
him ; and further fhall anfwer fuch que- 
ftions as fhall be adminiftered. to him by 
the cuftomer, and other officers, con- 
ceming fuch wares, upon oath, on pain 
of forfeiting i oo 1. 

Seûiong. Goods fecretly conveyed beyond fea, 
on board any fhip or velfel, before the 
cuftoms and fubfidy thereof be duly paid, 
the owners, &c. fhall forfeit double the 
value, except coals, which fhall pay 
double the cuftom and duty. 

Certificate goods landed without the 
prefence of an officer, forfeited, or the 
value thereof. 

An-o S Ar.n. Tobacco, or other foreign goods, fpe- 
5 ' cified in any certificate, whereupon any 
debenture is to be made forth, for any 
draw-back, and not exported, forfeited ; 
and the exporters, or any others, who 
fhall bring back, or caufe to be reland- 
ed, iuch certificate goods, or fhall other- 
wife be concemed therein, &c. fhall 
forfeit double the value of the draw-back, 
together with velfels, beats, horfes, &c. 

If 
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If any officer of the cuftoms connive Sect;o n 17. 
or affift in frauds relating to fuch certifi- 
cate goods as aforefaid, he fhall torfeit 
his office, and luffer fix months impri- 
fonment, without bail or mainprize; 
and likewife, if any commander, or 0- 
ther perfon, belonging to any ffiip or vef- 
fel, fhall affift in, or connive at, the 
fraudulent landing of any fuch certificate 
goods, he fhall, over and above ail other 
penalties, fuffer the like imprifonment as 
aforefaid. 

No debenture fhall be paid or allowed Section iS. 
for any tobacco exported from Grcat 
Briîain to Irdand, until a certificate be 
produced, under the hands and feals of 
the colle&or, comptroller, and furveyor 
of the cuftoms of fome port of Ireland, 
or any tvvo of them, when fuch goods 
fhall be landed, teftifying the landing 
thereof. 

The mafter of any fhip or veflel car- Seaion 19. 
rying fuch certificate goods to Ireland, 
fhall take a duplicate of his content in 
writibg, under the hands and feals of the 
colledtor and comptroller of every refpec- 
tive port in Great Britain, and be obli- 
ged to deliver the famé to the officers of 
the cuftoms in Ireland, on his arrivai, 
before he then be permitted to land fuch 
goods there. 

No bonds given on the exportation of An no ç a». 
çoffee, tea, or other certificate goods ex- $■>* 
ported 
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ported to Ireland , (hall be delivered up^ 
or any draw-back allowed for any fuch 
goods, unîil a certificate be produced, 
under the hands and feals of the collec- 
tor, comptrolîer, and furveyor of the 
euftoms of fome port in Ireland , or any 
two of them, where fuch goods fhall 
be landed, teftifÿing the landing thereof; 
and for the future the condition of ail 
luch bonds, &c. fhall be to produce fuch 
certificate in fix raonths, (the danger of 
the feas and enemies excepted) on for- 
feiture of fuch bonds. 

S:âion &. If any goods prohibited tobe worn in 
this kingdom, and foreign goods fhipped 
out for parts beyond the feas, fhall be 
unfhipped, unlefs in café of neceffity, 
&c. forfeited ; and if the mafter, &c. of 
any fhip or vefTel wherein fuch goods 
fhall be laden, fhall fuffer any of them to 
be landed, unlefs as aforefaid, fhall for- 
feit the value of the famé ; and the per- 
fon or perfonsto whofe hands fuch goods 
fhall knowingly corne, fhall forfeit dou¬ 
ble the value thereof, unlefs he or they 
make difeovery to the principal officers 
of the euftoms in fix days. 

Mafters, &c. permitting the package 
on '" of fuch goods to be opened in port, with- 

out leave, forfeit 100 1 . And if the faid 
mafter, &c. fhall fuffer any of the faid 
goods to be unfhipped, landed, or the 
package opened, without leave as .afore* 
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fa ici 3 fliall fuffer fix moriths. impril'oij- 
ment, without bail or mainprize. 

Silk ftuffs, or other manufactures a- An.™ s Ce;: 
forefaid, relanded, without licence, &ç. J; c “ p ' sv - 
or in café ofdiftrefs, forfeîted, andtre- 
ble the value, befides the penalty of the 
bond, 

Perfons difcovering frâuds in draw-Annoçov*. 
backs, tohaveone half of the oflicer’s £ “ p ' 
fliare, and acquitted of the offence. 

Coffee, tea, and cocoa nuts intended AnnoioG»; 
for exportation, fliall be delivered, &c. z ô” p ‘ 
unto the importers, &c. upon fecurity 
firft given to his majefty, &c. that the 
famé, and every part thereof, fliall be 
.exported, and not relanded in Great Bri- 
tain ; which faid fecurity fliall be dif- 
charged without fee or reward, upon 
producing a certificats to the proper offî- 
cer of the cuftoms, under the common 
féal of the chief magiftrate in any place 
beyond the feas, or under the hands and 
feals pf two known Britijb merchants 
there reliding, that fuch coffee, tea, and 
cocoa nus, were then and there landed, 
or upon proof of two crédible witneffes, 
that the. famé were taken by enemies, or 
perifhed at fea. 

And bonds given on the exportation of 
ali other certificate goods are difcharged 
in like manner, except fuch as are ex¬ 
ported to Ireland. -And bonds given ^ 

on the exportation of filk ftuffs made in §. 9. ’ 

C Great 
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Great Bntain, or filk mixed with gold 
and filver, gregram yarn, incle, cotton, 
or worftead iold on the coaft of Africa , 
and tome other foreign places. 

Thus much of the làws concerning 
exportation of goods to foreign parts. 

Difecls in ths Lanvs concerning Expor¬ 
tation , and how evaded. 

Otwithftanding the laws above re- 
cited, for preventing the clandeftine 
relanding of bounty and drawback goods, 
it is by expérience frequently found, that 
very great quantities of fuch goods are 
daily relanded, and even lometimes be- 
fore ûiips are cleared at the euftom- 
houfe, and bonds given on the exporta¬ 
tion of fuch goods difeharged afterwards 
by falfe certifkates ; befides no bonds at 
ail are given on the exportation of to- 
bacco and fome other goods, of which 
great quantities are often relanded. 

Now to prevent fuch clandeftine prac¬ 
tices, and remedy the famé for the fu¬ 
ture, the following particulars are hum- 
bly propofed, over and above the fecu- 
rities alxeady given by the exporters of 
bounty and drawback goods, and the ex¬ 
porters of thofe goods which give no fe- 
curity at ail. 


Checks 
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Cbecks for remcâfmg the aforefaid Evîls. 

T HAT every mafter, purfer, or other 
perfon, taking charge of any Ihip 
or veffcl outward bound, vvherein any 
goods, entitled to bounties or draw- 
backs, are fhipped for exportation, Ihould, 
over and above ail other fecurities, when 
he makes his clearance at the cuftom- 
houfe, give bond to his majefty, to the 
fui! value of fuch goods, not to reland, 
nor fuffer to be relanded, any of the laid 
goods, in any port, member, or creek, 
or other place in Grcat Britain , but 
really and truly export the famé, and eve¬ 
ry part thereof, to parts beyond the feas, 
(the danger of the feas and enemies ex- 
cepted) ; and if to any port of 7 reland, or 
the Britïfh plantations, fuch bond l'hall 
not be dilcharged, until uvo of his ma- 
jelly’s oflicers refiding there hâve tranf- 
mitted a certificate under their hands and 
feals, to the collecter and comptrolkr of 
the port where the bond was taken, that 
fuch goods hâve been really and bona jide 
landed there, reciting the particulars; and 
if to any foreign ports where his majefiy 
hath confuls refiding, fuch bonds fliali 
not be dilcharged, until fuchconluls fnall 
hâve tranfmitted fuch certificates as afore¬ 
faid ; or if to any other foreign ports 
where his majefty has no fuch officer rc- 
liding, 





L 20 ] 

fîding, fuch bond fliall not be difcharged, 
until tîie faid mafter, purfer, or other 
perfon taking charge of fuch fliip or vef- 
îel during the voyage, (hall, within 

days after his return home, cer- 
tifÿ to the faid colledlor and comptroller, 
the times when, and places where, fuch 
goods were landed ; and that the faid 
mafter, and every mate, purfer, gunner, 
and boatfwain of fuch ftiip or veftêl, or 
the major part of them, fhall fign fuch 
certificate, in the prefence of the faid col- 
leftor and comptroller, and of two other 
crédible witneflès who fhould atteft the 
famé ; otherwifé, if no one fuch certifi¬ 
cate is produced, fuch bond fhall be put 
in fuit, as if really fuch goods had been 
brought back and relanded in Great 
Britain. And further, that the package 
of ail goods to be exported on bounties, 
or drawbacks, fhould be marked on the 
outiide in large capital letters, before they 
are ihipped, vvith the word bounty , or 
drau'back, that the mafters, &c. may 
the more readily certify the landing of 
them. 

By this mesns the exportation of ail 
bounty and drawback goods will bemade 
fo publick to the officers and failors of 
fhips, that the mafters, &c. will be very 
cautious of being concerned in relanding 
fuch bounty and drawback goods for the 
future, and even deterred from the very 
affempt 
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âttempt of fuch unkwful pradlices. And 
it is but reafonable that the mafters, &c. 

(who are the only perfons that hâve the 
foie cuftody and direction of ail fuch 
bounty and drawback goods, as alfo of 
ail other goods Ihipped on board during 
the whole voyage) fhould give fuch fe- 
curity, as well as the exportera, not to 
reland, nor fuffer them to be relandcd 
in any port, member, or creek, or other 
place in Great Britain-, becaufe it is in the 
mafter of the fhip’s power, and his on¬ 
ly, to prevent fuch notorious abufe, fo de- 
trimental to his majefty’s revenue and the 
fair trader, and which every mafter, &c. - 
of any fhip or veftèl may eafily perform, 
to the advantage of the revenue, without 
any damage to himfelf. 

Laws concerning coajïing Vejfels, 

TT is provided, that goods are not to be Ann0 ? f>! . 

carried from one port to another vu. c.vii. 
without a certificate under the cuftomer’s 
féal, diredted to the cuftomer whereto 
the goods fhall be carried; and fuch cer¬ 
tificate to be delivered to the cuftomer 
befbre the goods are difcharged, to fee 
they agréé therewith, and that the 
cuftoms be duly paid ; and if the 
goods be unpacked, or put to fale in any 
port’ than were iirft enter’d, forfeited. 

For ' 
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For the fight of which goods, no fee 
is to be taken. 

An l’G? Il fhip to go from port to port in 

c.xviiLj.6 '.England, Ireland , &c. but Englljh built, 
and mann’d with three fourths Englifh , 
under the forfeiture of the goods therein 
laden, together with the fhip, &c.— 
N. B. By the act of union extended to 
Scotland. 

An. 14 o ir Goods fhipped on board any fhip or 
cap. xi. j. 7 . vefTel, to be carried forth to the open 
fea, from one port, creek, or member in 
the kingdom of England, &c. to be 
landed at any other place of this realm, 
without a fufferance or warrant from 
the proper officers, forfeited. And the 
mafter of every fhip or vefTel, that fhall 
Iade on board any fuch goods, to be 
landed and difcharged in fome other port 
of the faid kingdom, &c. fhall, before 
the fliip or vefTel be removed or car¬ 
ried out of the port, &c. take out a coc- 
quet or cocquets, and become bound to 
his majefty, with good fecurity to the- 
value of the goods, for delivery and dil- 
charge thereof in the port or place for 
which the famé fhall be entered, or in 
fome other port or place within the faid 
kingdom, &c. and return a certificate 
within fix months, under the hands and 
feaîs of the proper officers in every re- 
fpeûive port, &c. where the famé fhall 
be landed and difcharged, to the officers 
to 
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to whom fuch fecurity had been given 
as aforefaid, that fuch goods were landed 
and difcharged accordingly, under the 
penalty of the forfeiture of the bond, &c. 

N. B. By anno $Ann. extended toScotland. 

Foreign goods, taken in at fea, by any 
collier, fifhing boat, or other coafting A C ap' i?”. ' 1 ?, 
vefTel, out of any fhip or vefTel, to. be 
landed or put into any other fhip, vefTel 
or boat, within the limits of any port, 
without payment of the duties, forfeited; 
and the mafter of fuch collier, &c. fliall 
forfeit treble the value of fuch goods, 
unlefs in café of neceffity, &c. And the 
mafter, purfer, or other perfon taking 
charge of the fhip or veflèl out of which 
fuch goods fliall be taken in at fea, unlefs 
in café of neceflity as aforefaid, fliall for¬ 
feit treble the value of fuch goods fo 
unfhipped. 

Goods brought or coming into any Ann. 8 g™ T. 
port of Great Britain, from any other c xvw '-' lS ‘ 
port within the famé, by coaft cocquet, 

&c. unfhipped to be landed before 
fuch coaft cocquet, &c. fliall be de- 
livered to the cuftomer, or colledor and 
comptroller of the port, &c. and warrant 
made for landing the famé, the mafter,&c. 
taking charge of the fhip, knowing and 
confenting thereunto, fliall forfeit the va¬ 
lue of the faid goods ; and foreign goods 
coming coaftways, landed without the 
prefence of an officer, forfeited. 


To- 
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%nn. Gf' i Tobacco, or other foreign goods taken 
‘cs.' on board any coafting veflèl beyond fea, 
or out of any fhip at fca, or from any port 
other than the port from whence fuch 
goods are certified, forfeited, and double 
the value ; and the mafter of the faid 
coafting veflèl (hall alfo forfeit the value 
of the fâid goods. 

Ann.gGw.ij. Officers of the cuftoms or excife may 
go on board any coafting fhip or velTel, 
and fearch for prohibited or uncuftom- 
ed goods, and continue on board during 
the fhip or veflèl’s ftay in the port ; and if 
any perfon or perfons whatfoever fhall ob- 
ftruâ,&c.any officer,&c. fliall forfeit iool. 

So far as to the laws concerning coaft¬ 
ing veflels. 

Defects in the Laws concerning coajUng 
Vcjfels , and how evaded. 

^TOtwithftanding the aforefiid laws, it 
is found by daily expérience, that 
the mafters of coafting veflels make it 
their bufinefs, as they go from one port to 
another, to take in great quantities ‘of 
uncuftomed and prohibited goods, and al¬ 
lô bounty and drawback goods, out ®f 
fhips and vefTels at fea, who hover about 
for that purpofe on the coafts of thefe 
kingdoms, and often fteal over to France , 
Holland, and other places, where they 
likewife take in confiderable quantities 
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of fuch goods, which they fraudulently 
land, to the great diminution of the pub- 
lick revenue, and manifeft préjudice of the 
fuir trade of thefe kingdoms. 

Chech for rcmedfng the aforefaid Evik. 

T HAT no mafter or mariner, taking 
charge of any coafting iliip cr vef- 
fel, laden or unladen, except fiihing vel- 
fels, and ali other fmall veifels and boats 
hereafter mentioned, ihall, under the pe¬ 
nalty of one hundred pounds, départ or 
proceed on any buiinefs or purpofe what- 
ibever, coaftways or to open fea, with 
fuch iliip or veifel, out of any port, mem- 
ber, or creek, within this kingdom, be- 
fore he déclarés in writing under his 
hand, to the colleétor and comptroller 
of his majefty’s cuiloms of fuch port, to 
what port or place fuch coafting iliip or 
veifel is bound ; and gives bond to his 
majefty in the fum of two hundred 
pounds, not to take in any goods, wares, 
or merchandizes, out of any iliip or vef- 
fel at fea, unlefs in café of diftrefs ; and 
when it fo happens, he ihall immediate- 
ly acquaint the colleétor, comptroller, or 
other chief officer thereof, at the port 
or place where he ihall firft arrive ; and 
ihall not go to any foreign port or place, 
nor to any other port or place within 
this kingdom aforefaid, other than fuch 
D place 
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place to which he declared himfeif 
bound, except being forced by ftrefs of 
weathcrj and fuch bond fliall not be 
difeharged, unlefs the faid mafter or ma¬ 
riner fliall, within days 

after his arrivai, deliver to the colle&or 
and comptroller of the port, a journal of 
the voyage, and a certificate, fignifying 
that he hath not taken in any goods, 
wares, or merchandizes, out of any fliip 
or veilel at lea, and hath not been in, 
or at any foreign port or place, nor in, 
nor at any other port or place within 
this kingdom aforefaid, flnee his depar- 
ture from the firft port, except as afore- 
fiid ; which certificate, fo to be deliver- 
ed, the faid mafter or mariner fliall fign 
in the prefence of the fliip’s company, 
or the major part of them, and of the 
coaft-ofticer of the euftoms, immediate- 
ly on his firft coming on board, who 
fliall ail of them witnefs the famé ; which 
journal and certificate, the faid colledtor 
and comptroller fliall tranfmit to the col- 
leftor and comptroller of the port where 
the bond was given, otherwife fuch bond 
fliall be forfeited. 

This will make ail thofe people, who 
are for the moft part ignorant of the laws, 
and neither think nor know of any ill 
confequence that may attend them for 
their being concerned in running goods, 
other than the lofs of them when 
they 
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they happen to be feized, fo very cau- 
tious, that when the moft ignorant of 
them hâve entered into fuch bond as a- 
bovementioned, which they muft know 
may be put in fuit upon the leaft breach 
of the condition of it, they never will run 
the hazard of taking in any goods, wares, 
or merchandizes, out of Ihips and veflels 
at fea, nor of ftealing over to France , Hol¬ 
land, and other places for goods, for fear 
of being detedted. 

Laïus concerning Fijhing-Fefcls, and aîl 
other fmall Vejjels and Boats. 

TT is enadfed, that no fliip, vcfil- 1 , or 

boat, under the burthen of 15 tons, 
lliall import any foreign brandy, arrack, 
rum, ftrong waters, or lpirits of any kind 
whatfoever, (except only for the u(e of 
the fearnen, not exceeding one gallon 
for each fuch feaman) on forfeiture of 
the ihip, &c. 

Mafters, &c. offhips and veflels of the Section?, 
burthen of 50 tons or under, hovering on 
the coaft within the limits of a port, to 
give t’neir own bond to proceed on their 
voyage ; and on refufal, or not departing, 
wind and weather, &c. permitting, the 
cuftomable goods to be landed and enter¬ 
ed, and tbe prohibited goods to be feiz¬ 
ed and profccuted, as alfo the Ihip, in 
café flic be liabie to condemnation, 6cc. 

No 
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A n . 6 G-". I. No fhip, vefiel, or boat, of the burthen 
^p. xx:. i- o £ toaSj or un der, to import any fo- 
reign brandy, &c. (except only for the 
uie of the feamen) on forfaiture of the 
fhip, Sec. as alfo ail fuch brandy, Sec. 
SerJo.- 52. Ships and veffels of the burthen of 50 
tons, or under, being in part or fully la¬ 
den with brandy, found at anchor, or 
hovering within two leagues from the 
fhore, and not proceeding on their voy¬ 
age, &c. the officers of the cuftoms may 
compel the mafter of fuch fhip or veffel 
to corne into portj and fuch mafter, 
as likewife fuch fhip or velfel, and the 
brandy wherewith fuch fhip or veffel is 
laden, fliall be fubjeét to the famé rule", 
oec. as fuch fhips and veflels, and the 
mafters, Sec. which hover within the li- 
mits of any port, &c. are by the laid a et 
fubject unto. 

55. And if the laid mafter. Sec. of fuch 
fhip or veffel, fliall fufter any brandy, or 
other unenftomed or prohibited goods, to 
be put ont of the faid fhip or velfel, into 
anv hov, Sec. to be laid on.land, or fliall 
iiifter any wool, Sec. to be put on board 
fuch fliip or veffel, to be carried to parts 
beyond the feas, fliall, befides the penal- 
ties and forfeitures, &c. fufter fixmonths 
iniprifonnient, without bail or mainprize. 
'■ No foreign brandy, Sec. fliall be im~ 
ported in any fliip, veftel, or boat, of the 
burthen of 4c tons, or under, (except 
only 
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only for the ufe of the feamen, &c. on 
forfeiture of the fhip, ècc. as allô ail fuch 
brandy, &c. 

Three or more perfons being affem- An.gGw.II; 
bled and armed with fire-arms, &c. in 
order to be aiding and affifting in the clan- 
deftine running, landing, refcuing, or car- 
rying away, any prohibited, or uncuftom- 
ed goods, &c. may be apprehended by 
warrant of any juftice of the peace, and 
committed to the county gaol, and upon 
convidtion of and for fuch offence, fhall 
be adjudged guilty of felony, and fhall 
be tranfported. 

And two or more perfons found paf- 
fing together within five miles of the fea, 
or any navigable river, with horfe, cart, 

&c. laden with more than fix pounds of 
tea, or brandy, or other fpirits, exceeding 
the quantity of five gallons, &c. or with 
any other goods or commodities above the 
value of 301, &c. to be deemed runners 
of goods within the meaning of the ad 
of 8 Geo. I. 

And perfons lurking within five miles 
of the fea, or any navigable river, not 
giving a latisfa&ory account of them- 
felves to the juftice before whom he or 
they fhall be brought, to be fent to the 
houfe of corredion, whipped, and kept 
to hard labour. 

And if any perfon fhall offer any tea, 
brandy, &c. to fale, with or without a 
permit, 
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permit, the party to whom the famé 
fhall be offered to fale, may feize and 
detain ail fuch tea, brandy, &c. and bring 
the perfon, or perfons, fo offering the 
famé to fale, before any one of his ma- 
jefty’s juftices of the peace, to be by him 
committed to prifon, &c. and fuch tea, 
brandy. Sec. may be profecuted by fuch 
perfon or perfons who ftopped or feized 
the famé, and on recovery be intitled to 
a third part of the grofs produce of the 
laie of fuch goods. 

And any fhip or velTcl from foreign 
parts, having on board fix pounds of tea, 
or brandy, &c. in calks under fixty gal¬ 
lons, (except only for the ufe of the fea- 
men, &c.) found at anchor, or hovering 
within two leagues from the Ihore, &c. 
fuch tea, brandy, &c. is forfeited, &c. 

And foreign goods taken in, or put 
out of any fhip or veffel within four 
leagues of the Britîjh coaft, without pay- 
ment of euftoms, (ùnlefs in café of appa¬ 
rent neceffity) forfeited, and the mafter, 
&c. forfeits treble the value ; and alfo 
the velfel is forfeited, if not above one 
hundred pounds. 

«.II. The' affembling and going armed, to 
the number of three, to atlift in any fort 
of fmuggling, or receiving, or proteûing 
run goods, or in refeuing priloners guilty 
of fefony, by the lawsrclating to the cul- 
toms, or excite, and the rcfilling the of- 
ficers 
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ficers of thofe revenues, by tlie like 
number of armed perfons, are made felo- 
ny without benefit of clergy ; and parti- 
cular provifions are made by great re- 
wards, and otherwife, for the appre- 
hending and bringing fuch offenders to 
juflice. 

Thus much of the laws conceming 
fifhing veffels, and ail other fmall veffels 
and boats, &c. 

Defedi s in the Laws conceming Fijhing 
Veffels , &c. and how evaded. 

F Orafmuch as the laws above re- 
cited, hâve by expérience been 
f°und ineffedual to prevent the frau- 
dulent landing of uncuflomed, prohibit- 
ed, bounty and drawback goods, out of 
fifhing veffels, and ail other fmall veffels 
and boats ; the mafters of whom make 
it a confiant pra&ice to meet fhips and 
veffels at fea, and fteal over to France, 
Holland , Guernfey, Jerfey , and the IJle of 
■ Man, and take in confiderable quantifies 
of fuch goods, which they privately run 
on fliore, being often affifted by great 
numbers of armed men to carry off the 
famé, who are frequently too powerful 
for the officers of the cuftqms and the 
civil magiflrate to obflrud them ; and it 
is moreover a very great détriment to the 
nation, becaufe a great part of fuch goods 
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are purchafed with our own gold and fil- 
ver, and, wliat is ftill worfe, with Englijf) 
and Irifh wool to the decreafe of 
ours and increafe of the French trade in 
the woollen manufacture. 

Checks for remedying the aforefatd Evîls. 

T H AT in every port, member, or 
creek in this kingdom, the owners 
or mafters of ail fiftiing veffels, and ail 
other fmall veflèls and boats, and fuch as 
ufually attend and are employ’d in load- 
ing and unloading Ibips, to and from 
foreign parts, and coaftways, fhall be 
number’d, and take out licences, and 
give fecurity once every year, to the col- 
leâor and comptroller of fuch ports re- 
fpe&ively, in the famé manner as the 
mafters of thofe boats, wherries, pinnaces, 
barges, or galbes rowing with more than 
four oars within the limlts of the ports 
of London , Sandwich or Ipfivich, or the 
members or creeks to them or either of 
them refpe&ively belonging, are requir- 
ed to do by the ad of 8 Geo. I. cap. xviii. 
feft. 4 and 5. not to be aiding and affift- 
ing in ranning any foreign goods, nor in 
relanding goods entitled to bounties or 
drawbacks, in which licences fhall be in- 
ferted the name of every fuch port, mem¬ 
ber or creek, together with the number 
c: fuch veflèl or boat, and the mafter 
thereof, 
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thereof, which namc of the port, mem¬ 
ber or creek, and number, lhall alio be 
painted on fome vifible part of the liead 
or ftern of fucli veflel or boat, and not 
to be alter’d under the penalty of 

. And the mafters of ail fuch vef- 
fels and boats lhall be fubjeét, likewife, 
to be governed and direéted, by fuch in- 
ftru étions as may be neceffary, or ufeful 
in fuch refpeétive port or place, accord- 
ing to the fituation thereof; to be ap- 
proved and confirm’d by the commiffio- 
ners of his majefty’s cuftom refiding at 
London and Edinburgh. And that at e- 
very fuch giving bond, every fuch im¬ 
iter fhould hâve his former bond deliver- 
ed up and cancelled, (provided it be not 
put in fuit for being forfeited) on mak- 
ing oath that, to the beft of his know¬ 
ledge and belief, his faid veflel or boat 
bas not been made ufe of in the running 
of any foreign goods, nor in the reland- 
ing of goods intitled to bounties or draw- 
backs fince the date of fuch bond. And 
that no mafter fhould, on the further pe¬ 
nalty of , carry any fuch 

veflel or boat out of any port, member 
or crcek in this kingdom aforefaid, to 
ôpen fea, before he déclarés in writing, 
under his hand, to the colleéiur and 
comptroller of fuch port, member or 
creek, whither fuch veflel or boat is 
E bound, 
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bound, and upon what buûnefs, whe- 
ther upon account of fifhing or other- 
wife, who {hould, without fee or reward, 
give the mafter of every fuch velTel or 
boat a fufferance or warrant for making 
the voyage ; and that, on the return or 
coming of fuch veffel or boat into that 
or any other port, member or creek 
within the kingdom aforefaid, the ma¬ 
fter {hould immediately deliver to the 
proper officerfuch fufferance or warrant, 
and a true journal of the voyage, fign’d 
by ail the fhip’s company as in the pre- 
ceding article ; and if it {hould appear 
that any fuch veffel or boat has been in 
or at any foreign port or place, or has 
been in or at any other port or place in 
this kingdom aforefaid, other than fuch 
as {hould be mentioned ir fuch déclara¬ 
tion and fufferance, except being forced 
by ltrefs of weather, he {hould forfeit 
. And if any other veffel or 
boat navigated by his majefty’s fubjefts 
{hould prefume to corne from and after 
the day of laden or un- 

laden from France , Holland , Guernfe y, 
Jerfey , Alderney , Sark or the IJle ofMan 
into any port, harbour or road in this 
kingdom aforefaid, or within the limits 
of the lame, without having fuch fuf¬ 
ferance or warrant, and journal aforefaid, 
{hould be forfeited and loft. And if any 
other 
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other veffetor boat ftiould at'any time be 
fonnd upon the coaft, .and appear to b& 
the property of any foreigner or foreign- 
ers,- and hâve any ofoui ‘Englijh failors 
on board, every fuch Ènglifh failor 
ihould be impreffed into his majefty’s 
fervice by the officers of the cuftoms, &c. 
and fent on board fome of our men of 
war, becaufe foreigoers cannot fmuggle 
goods on fliore upon our coaft without 
the help of Englijh failors. 

This will prevent ail thofe out-lawed 
fugitives living in France, Zealand, &c. 
and ail thofe diflblute and diforderly per- 
fons that appear in great gangs near the 
feacoafts, from beingconcern’d infmug- 
gling for the future. 

And if thefe propofals for ftrengthen- 
ïng and enforcing the laws of the cuf- 
toms were: to be extended to Ireland, 
and to our plantations, abroad, ail the 
frauds and abufes in the cuftoms of thofe 
countries would be likewife prevented. 

Ail which feveral régulations before- 
mentioned, will put the navigation of 
thefe kingdoms into fuch a method of 
being look’d after, that it will be impof- 
fible for any body to defraud the cuftoms 
in any confiderable degree, without be¬ 
ing detedled. And this without putting 
of any man to death, or even of créât-, 
ing the leaft uneafinefs among us 5 and 
will 



will make the fair tradc of thefe ktn'g- 
doms âourifti, and fo confiderably aug- 
ment the revenue, as may enable the go- 
vernment to pay off the national debt in 
a few vears. 


P I N l S, 



ERRATA. 

Page 30, Une 2j,for hundred poundsi 
reaj 100 tons. P. 33. /. 13./. cuftomr. 
cuftoms. P. 34. at the end of line 27, 
addj or any other iflands on the coafts. 




